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Figure 10 : Percentage distribution of employed population (aged 15 years and
above) by sector of employment
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Popular Attraction Placesin SL
Kandy - 71%

Colombo City - 62%

South/West Coast Beaches — 56%
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Dambulla - 40%
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Places of Attraction - Specific Locations
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Sea L_evel Rise Map (2025)
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Hikkaduwa hit by sea erosion

Daily Mirror (Sri Lanka) 7 Sep 2015 BY AMARASENAVITHANAGE

Avast area of the Hiltkaduwa beach had undergone sea erosion with extensive
damage to land and endangering a leading tourist hotel.

Employees of the tourist village have laid sand bags with the help of the Coast
Conservation Department to prevent further erosion, but they said it was just
atemporary measure.

The residents said they had never experienced sea erosion in this scale in the
Hikkaduwa beach, which had been a major tourist attraction in the South
from the time of the British administration.
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Hikkaduwa: Road rage frightens tourists away

By Jeevananda S. Kaviratne

Hikkaduwa, a once popular tourist destination in the Southern Province may soon disappear from the tourist map of Sri Lanka, due to lack of proper planning, those involved in the
industry have warned. One of Hikkaduwa's mam an:rachons is the Under Water Marine Sanctuary, more popularly known as 'Coral Gardens'. This attracts not just holidaymakers but
also marine it

biologi and conser

ne of the main issues affecting

that cuts through the town area. Hotel:e(s complain that tourists who come here in search of a relaxed holiday are instead faced with the
nightmare of speeding vehicles. Some years back small blocks of concrete had been placed, along the middle of the road as a temporary move
to curb speeding, but that only resulted in the bifurcation of the already narrow stretch of road. Members of the Hikkaduwa Hoteliers'
Association said within weeks this RDA project came a cropper, although lots of money was spent on it, with many accidents being reported.
They also said vehicles went over these concrete blocks crushing them to pieces.

Hoteli lain that di fons over the years with officials of the Tourist Board and the Ministry of Tourism, to find a solution to this
problem have borne little results. They say that although there was a proposal as far back as in 2003 to develop an interior road as a bypass
little has been done about it.

The Sunday Times leams that an interior road in Milla had been earmarked by the Tourist Board, to be developed as a bypass. However, a : ”
foreigner who owns a hotel, by the side of this road had reportedly objected on the grounds that the noise of the vehicles along this bypass An idyllic scene
would disturb the clients.

Meanwhile Hikkaduwa UC chais Winnie Kar also d that many tourists were keeping away from this holiday resort because of the risk they face on the main road.
He said he had received many complaints from foreigners that they feared for their lives even when they merely went for a walk or a shopping expedmon along the main road. He said
some holiday makers had vowed never to return to Hikkaduwa and had voiced their surprise that such ding was d in what was idered a resort area.

Gz5630e0D 3.2: 0 88 Do&end - HFE)D BB® DEDES E30DISDRT DD 858 WSS
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Lack of public facilities at Hikkaduwa bus
stand

14 December 2021 01:51am [3J-0 il-151 -- ac—;o gle News

A AA

By M.W. Thilakaratna

Hikkaduwa is a world-famous city. That is because of tourism. We have seen many tourists travelling in
Hikkaduwa town during the tourist season except for the last two years because of COVID-19 pandemic.

The Hikkaduwa main bus stand is situated in the middle of the Hikkaduwa town. In this bus stand there are no
toilet facilities available. Not only foreign tourists, but also locals who come to Hikkaduwa, are inconvenienced as
a result. This is the major shortcoming at this bus stand.

Beggars, mentally challenged persons and stray dogs can be seen always in this bus stand. In the meantime, there
was a shelter in front of the Hikkaduwa bus stand. But now this has been removed and people waiting to travel
towards the south have no shelter to be prevented from the sun and rain
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Cover of live corals on reefs in Sri Lanka before and after the 1998 bleaching mortality, showing the
extent of damage, with some recovery.

Location Depth | Pre-bleaching- 19499 — 2000 2001-2002
{m) live coral cover live coral cover live coral cover
Bar reef 0-3 T8.5% overall Mearly 1004 mortality Some new colonies;
in 1993-19494. too few to measure

COVEF.

Bar reef -8 Mearly 100% mortality | 14%

Kandakuliva -5 0% Small colonies present | Corals smothered by
Halimeda.

Hikkaduwa Nature | (-4 47.2% T 12%

Reserve

Hikkaduwa, South | 7-13 Mot estimated Mot estimated 17%

of Nature Reserve

Rumassala 1-5 45% 19.6% Better recovery at 4-5m;
cover mot estimated

Weligama 0-2 2% 28.0% 54%
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9,062 KEYWORDS
RELATING TO SRI LANKA

Flights, Travel, Hotels, Tours, Destinations, Activities, Hotel Brands
and similar were used to understand the overall online demand for Sri Lanka.
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Legend

Zones

- Wetland Nature Conservation Zone

- Paddy Cultivation & Wetland Agricultural Z
Coastal Belt

Water Bodies

Wildlife Areas

- National Park

Sanctuary

‘7 7‘ GN Division in Urban Council Area

D Urban Council Area

SA Urban Development Authority
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Sri Lanka
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Hikkaduwa
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Nice but the main road is a disaster
Review of Hikkaduwa Beach

Q00O reviewed August1,2016 [ via mobile

VILIK
lzola, Slovenia We spend 5 nice days in Hikkaduwa after been travelling all around Sri Lanka. The beach is preety
Callay narrow, there are many waves from the ocean, but in the part protected by the coral reef, was nice to

swim and to discover the reef, nearly close to the shore. Unfortunatelly there is the overcrouded main
road to Colombo where the traffic is mad, especially the buses drive crazy and at high speed,
overtaking orher buses, tuk-tuks and trucks in the city. If they will succed in moving the havy traffic from
the city, it will be completely another story ...

Date of experience: August 2016

Sze5¢3 5 .15: Ehni)® 630015 e5e0e50® B8EE acenes

©(a®es: https://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g304134-d7034305-r400205224-Hikkaduwa_Beach
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Hikkaduwa: Road rage frightens tourists away

By Jeevananda S. Kaviratne

Hikkaduwa, a once popular tourist destination in the Southern Province may soon disappear from the tourist map of Sri Lanka, due to lack of proper planning, those involved in
the industry have warned. One of Hikkaduwa's main attractions is the Under Water Marine Sanctuary, more popularly known as 'Coral Gardens'. This attracts not just
holidaymakers but also marine biologists, naturalists and conservationists.

One of the main 1ssues affecting the Hikkaduwa resort, 20 km north west of Galle, 1s the reckless driving along the Colombo-Galle main
road, that cuts through the town area. Hoteliers complain that tourists who come here in search of a relaxed holiday are instead faced with
the nightmare of speeding vehicles. Some years back small blocks of concrete had been placed, along the middle of the road as a
temporary move to curb speeding, but that only resulted in the bifurcation of the already narrow stretch of road. Members of the

a Hoteliers' A: said within weeks this RDA project came a cropper, although lots of money was spent on 1t, with many
accidents being reported. They also said vehicles went over these concrete blocks crushing them to pieces.

Hotel. lain that di over the years with officials of the Tourist Board and the Ministry of Tourism, to find a solution to
this problem ha\ ¢ borne little results. They say that although there was a proposal as far back as in 2003 to develop an interior road as a
bypass little has been done about it.

The Sunday Times leams that an interior road in Milla had been earmarked by the Tourist Board, to be developed as a bypass. However, " .
a foreigner who owns a hotel, by the side of this road had reportedly objected on the grounds that the noise of the vehicles along this An idyllic scene
bypass would disturb the clients

M hile Hikkaduwa UC ch Winnie Kariyawasam also confirmed that many tourists were keeping away from this holiday resort because of the risk they face on the main
road. He said he had received many complaints from foreigners that they feared for their lives even when they merely went for a walk or a shopping expedition along the main
road. He said some holiday makers had vowed never to return to Hikkaduwa and had voiced their surprise that such ding was in what was ¢ dered a resort area
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The sea off Hikkaduwa is
known to be one of the best
places for game fishing and
the 3-to-4-hour deep sea
fishing tours are offered as a
water sport activity at
Hikkaduwa in the price of
450U5% and can take up to 6
people. The best season for
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between December  and
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Rathgama Lake
Yellow Line shows 100m Buffer Zone
Red Line shows Wild Life Sanctuary Area
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Hikkaduwa National Marine Park
The Blue line shows 1 mile radius
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